Chuck Douglas: How do
your expetriences as Mayor
of Baltimore and Governor
of Maryland help prepare
you to be president?

O’Malley; The most im-
portant job of the President
of the United States is to pro-
tect the people of the United
States and every day of my
15 years of executive service,
I've woken every morning
with that understanding as a
mayor of a big and very chal-
lenged city. As governor,
I went to sleep every night
knowing that was my first re-
sponsibility.

Tam the only candidate in
this race with 15 years of ex-
ecutive experience, not only
holding progressive goals
and values for myself and
the people I served, but being
able to bring people together
to achieve those goals. The
executive discipline is very
different from being a legis-
lator, because it requires an
understanding of how to get
people to communicate, col-
laborate and cooperate in
order to solve problems and
achieve better results.

Chuck: You want better col-
lege education tuition fund-
ing and I understand you
had a recent announcement
on that. Can you tell the
folks a little bit about that
program?

O’Malley: I believe that one
of the key pieces of our suc-
cess as a nation has been our
willingness generation after
generation to educate our
children at higher and better
levels. That's what has made
the American dream real in
our country. We have now
veered far away from the
course of beliefs and actions
that we had as a people. My
dad, for example, came home
from WWII and went to col-
lege only because of the GI
Bill. Now we are saddling
our kids with a mountain of
debt the likeness of which
no industrial nation on the
planet does. That is a choice.
Progress is a choice. So too
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is whether or not we make
college affordable for all or
whether we make it so expen-
sive that it’s only available to
the few. I'm the only candi-
date in this race who's actu-
ally been successful as an ex-
ecutive in holding down the
cost of tuition. We went four
years in a row in Maryland
without a penny’s increase in
college tuition and only one
other state, Montana, did a
better job than we did over
an eight year period of hold-
ing down the costs of college
education.

I know as an executive
that the difference between a
dream and a goal is a dead-
line. The first goal is within
five years time we make debt
free college an option that
is available to every fam-
ily. The second goal is to im-
prove degree completion by
25%. Right now we have a
lot of families suffering with
the worst of both worlds of
a mountain of debt, and yet,
they don't have the ability to
continue to borrow for a child
to complete their degree. 1
believe there are a number of
leading actions that we have
to take in order to reach both
of those goals. Congress sets
the rates for student loans so
Congress should reduce the
rates and make it easier for
people who've been caught
in the switches to go back and
re-negotiate. It's outragecus
that you can buy a home for
a lesser interest payment than
you can send a kid to college,
and the money goes to our
Federal Government,

I also believe that every
student should go into an in-

come based re-payment plan.
That is to say that they don't
pay more than 10% of their
salary to service their loan
with a loan forgiveness at
the end of that 20 - 30 years
petiod, whatever it might
be. Also, by doing things
like redesigning the fourth
year of high school so that all
kids can earn a year of college
credits before high school
graduation and the courses
are recognized in the articu-
lation agreements when they
go on to community college
or a four year program. The
Federal Government needs to
step up on its Pell Grants be-
cause those have been greatly
reduced and not kept pace
with demand or inflation.
But all of this, at the end of
the day, has to be a collabora-
tive approach.

Chuck: The Los Ange-
les Times reported recently
that heroin use has increased
63% in America since 2004,
and I know you had to deal
with that as Mayor of Balti-
more, as well as Governor,
Are there things we can we
do nationally to help reduce
this kind of growth in heroin
addiction?

O’Malley: There are al-
ways things we can do. Cne
of the most debilitating dis-
eases that affect public policy
is the belief that there is noth-
ing we can do about it. It
nearly killed my home city of
Baltimore, the belief that we
can't do anything about crime
or addiction. We achieved the
biggest reductions in crime

after my election in any major
city in America, and we did
a lot more on drug treatment
and continued to do more
when I was elected Gover-
nor with a lot of neighbors
who suffered from addictions
in our State. We greatly ex-
panded drug treatment, but
this is a complex problem,
Out of my 15 years of execu-
tive service, for 13 of them we
really felt we had this figured
out namely by expansion of
treatment that brought down
overdose deaths and saved
lives. The arrival of powerful
pain pills and the broader pre-
scribing of these pain pills has
changed things though.

Unfortunately, what we
saw for the last two years of
my time as Governor was
the hockey stick sort of spike
in heroin overdose deaths in
our State and great numbers
of them were turning from
their pain pills to heroin,
which v-as cheaper and more
widel: available. Now we
are figuring out that the place
for intervention begins at the
emergency rooms, when a
person first comes in with a
near death episode. And talk-
ing to a gentleman involved
in this in Providence, Rhode
Island, the; have learned that
by having recovered addicts

i work with emergency rooms

they can intervene in a much
more effective way than
somebody who has never
suffered from addiction. We
also need better information
sharing and the FDA, on a
national level, needs to reign
in the over prescribing of ad-
dictive pain pills.

Chuck: Should tax
rates on one million dol-
lars of earned or unearned
income be increased? In
other words, ne loop holes,
It’s one million whether i¥'s
from income or capital gains
or dividends.

O’Malley:  Yes, prob-
ably, That's what we did in
my State. Actually, we had
a very flat income tax in our
State. {cont. on p. 6)



(cont. from p. 3) As Governor,
I made that income tax more
progressive, so we asked the
highest earning 15% of us to
pay a little more and we in-
creased the earned income
tax credit twice in order to
lower rates for people at the
lowest level. We had a better
rate of job creation that our
neighbors in Pennsylvania
and Virginia who were trying
to cut their way to prosperity.

We instead made the in-
vestments, made our public
schools the bestin America for
five years in a row and went
four years in a row without
a penny’s increase in college
tuition, We also made invest-
ments in infrastructure, waste
water processing, broadband
and transportation in order
to put our people back to
work. And we found that
our balanced approach, even
though it called upon some of
us to pay more than we used
to, was best for our common
good as a State,

Chuck: As a Democrat
are there any changes at all
to Obamacare that you think
you would want to consider
if you are elected President?

O'Malley: Let me say
this, whether it’s Social Secu-
rity, Medicaid or Medicare,
no human program was ever

introduced perfectly. It was
never without the need for
improvement and adjustment
as times changed and experi-
ence gave us lessons to learn
from. And the same is true
for the Affordable Care Act.
The way that the law punish-
es union health plans was an
unanticipated consequence
and it would be good to find
a way to re-visit that. There
v/ere some requirements set-
ting thresholds on how many
employees you could have
before certain aspects of the
law kicked in and that prob-
ably needs to be re-visited as
well.

But, I think the bigger op-
portunity is improving well-
ness and outcomes while re-
ducing costs. In our state that
is what we were able to do.
We were able to get a Medi-
care v-aiver and we’'ve moved
all 46 of our acute care hospi-
tals out of fee for service pay-
ments. Last year aione, our
hospitals saved $100M in un-
necessary costs from avoid-
able hospital readmissions.
They have now become more
profitable by the greater num-
bers of citizens that thev keep
out of hospital beds.

Chuck: Governor, thank
you for sharing your views
with us,



