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WHAT IS XYLAZINE?
I am writing this on the 7th of January after listening to WMUR 

news last night.  Once again, we were reminded that there still is 
a drug crisis in NH.  The headline was: “Two of New Hampshire’s 
largest cities ended 2022 with a significant increase in opioid-related 
deaths, and police are warning about a new drug that’s contributing 
to those deaths.” 

In 2022, the 79 opioid-related deaths in Manchester represented 
a 41% increase over the prior year.  Opioid-related deaths in Nashua 
increased 37% over the prior year.  According to Chris Stawasz (re-
gional director of American Medical Response) “there is synthetic 
fentanyl in pretty much every drug that is available to people right 
now, so there is no safe experiencing using illicit drugs anywhere.” 

The new information for me (and perhaps for you) is that a drug 
known as Xylazine has been making its appearance with increasing 
frequency in illegal opioid drugs.  Xylazine has long been noted in 
the street drugs of Puerto Rico, and as far back as 2006 Xylazine was 
found in the street drugs of Philadelphia. The NIH found that cur-
rently in Pennsylvania, Xylazine was involved in 26% of drug over-
dose deaths, in Maryland 19%, and in Connecticut 10%. (1)

So, what is Xylazine? Xylazine is a non-narcotic chemical first 
synthesized in 1962 by the Bayer Company.  It is structurally similar 
to the class of compounds known as phenothiazines It decreases the 
release of norepinephrine and dopamine in the central nervous sys-
tem resulting in analgesia, sedation, and muscle relaxation.  It has 
only been approved by the FDA for veterinary use.  It can be given 
intravenously, intramuscularly, or orally. (2).

Xylazine can go by trade the names: Rompun, Sedazine, AnaSed.  
It’s not controlled under the federal Controlled Substances Act (CSA), 
however you cannot purchase Xylazine without a veterinary license.   

In humans, Xylazine can cause central nervous system depres-
sion, respiratory depression, bradycardia, hypotension, and death.  
Xylazine, when combined with drugs of abuse, is even more harm-
ful.   Since Xylazine is not an opioid, and naloxone does not reverse 
the impact of Xylazine on breathing.

Why ‘use’ Xylazine?  Some users say that the addition of Xylazine 
to fentanyl makes you feel like you’re doing heroin in the old days 
when the euphoric effects lasted longer.  Others say that Xylazine 
gives them ‘the nod’ that heroin provided prior to the replacement 
of fentanyl in the drug supply. (3)

Bottom line: Health care professionals, first responders, and the 
public should continue to administer naloxone for opioid overdoses 
and remember that the patient who does not respond may well have 
used Xylazine.  Clues of Xylazine use are necrotic skin ulcerations at 
the injection sites.

1. www.nida.nih.gov/research-topics/xylazine

2. www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_chem_info/Xylazine.pdf

3. www.injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/27/4/395

JANUARY 2023 ARREST LOG
1/1 Cameron King, 26, Allenstown, was arrested for simple as-
sault and disorderly conduct.

1/3 Robin Lane, 55, Concord, was arrested on two counts of posses-
sion of controlled drugs and operating while a Habitual Offender.

1/5 Andrew Tyrell, 22, Concord, was arrested for driving under the 
influence and open container.

1/6 William Vinal, 54, homeless, was summoned to appear in court 
for driving after suspension.

1/7 Eric Rondeau, 39, Concord, was arrested on a warrant for sim-
ple assault; Christopher Blanks, 26, Bow, was arrested for domestic 
violence-simple assault.

1/8 Benjamin Delisle, 26, Penacook, summoned to appear in court 
for operating after suspension, subsequent offense; Zachary Albert, 
40, Concord, arrested for felon in possession of a dangerous weapon.

1/13 Jeffrey Foote, 53, Bow, was summoned to appear in court for 
criminal trespass.

1/14 Bruce Pouliot, 56, Bow, was arrested on three counts of domes-
tic violence-simple assault; Stacey Young, 39, Loudon, was arrested 
on a warrant for violation of a court order; Michelle Brien, 43, Con-
cord was arrested on a charge of possession of a controlled drug.

1/15 Mark Green, 61, Allenstown, was arrested on charges of theft 
by unauthorized taking- resale distribution, theft of motor vehicle 
parts, possession of a controlled narcotic, loitering, and criminal 
trespass.

1/16 Mathew Nicholls, 21, Bow was arrested for driving under the 
influence and conduct after an accident.

1/17 Peter Emanual, 60, Bow, was arrested on thirteen counts of do-
mestic violence -stalking, and four counts of breach of bail.

1/18 Joseph Grasso, 34, Laconia, was indicted in Merrimack County 
Superior Court for possession of controlled drugs; subsequent.

1/21 Jade Markham, 25, Northwood, arrested on two counts of pos-
session of a controlled drug and breach of bail; Dennis Fletcher, 52, 
Portland, ME was arrested on a charge of theft by unauthorized taking.

1/22 Daniel Worth, 19, White River Junction, VT was summoned to 
appear in court for operating after suspension.

1/25 Ethan Bealand, 30, Antrim, arrested on a count of domestic 
violence stalking and three counts of breach of bail.

1/27 Jannette Mullen, 54, Londonderry, was arrested for driving 
under the influence; Nicholas Janas, 37, Goffstown, was arrested for 
driving under the influence and on three counts of possession of 
controlled drugs.

1/28 Thomas Russell, 27, was arrested on a no-bail warrant for fail-
ure to appear in court; Catherine Lennon, 72, Bow, was arrested for 
violation of a stalking order.

1/30 Jeffrey Knight, 62, of Bow, was arrested on a count of simple 
assault.
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The Bow Police Department 
is continuing its quarterly 
Coffee with a Cop. The next 
Coffee with a Cop will be  
held Thursday, March 23rd 
between 9:00 am- 11:00 am 
and 6:00 pm -7:30 pm at the 
Bow Safety Center. 


